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them to increase their influence in many ways. Within four
years after Japan had practically been expelled from the
territories which were hers by conquest, Russia had for all
purposes annexed the Liao-tung Peninsula, including the
important fortress of Port Arthur. In 1895 France obtained
from China the extension of her commercial concessions on
the frontier of Cochin-China as well as certain adjustments
of the boundary in that quarter. Germany was not long in
finding a pretext for taking part in the game of grab. In
November 1897 a Chinese mob attacked the German church
at Yenchau in the province of Shantung, and murdered two
missionaries, and this event gave the opportunity to Germany
to disclose her naval and commercial ambitions in the Far
East. " The mailed fist" of the German Emperor, in the
form of a German squadron, entered Kiao-chau Bay, and
occupied the place. Shortly afterwards, a convention was
signed by the Chinese authorities and the Germans, formally
sanctioning the occupation, by which it was agreed that the
bay and its adjacent territories were leased to Germany
for a term of ninety-nine years, with the right to construct
fortifications, to establish a naval and coaling station, and to
build a dockyard. She further obtained a concession of a
preferential right to construct railways, and to exploit mines
throughout the province of Shantung. Meantime, Russia was
extending her operations in the manner already explained,
and these resulted ultimately in the war with Japan. In
April 1898 France secured a lease of Kwang-chau-wang, a
bay on the south coast of China, for ninety-nine years as a
naval station; the right to construct a railway connecting
Tonquin with Yunnan-fu by the Red River; a pledge of
the non-alienation of the three southern provinces; and the
appointment of a French subject as the Director-General of
the Chinese Post Office.

The diplomacy and action of Great Britain during all
these proceedings was very weak, and did little to counteract
the growing aggression of Russia. By advancing to China
the money required to pay off the Japanese war indemnity